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CLIMATOLOGY OF TINAJAS ALTAS, ARI- 
ZONA: 1 PRELIMINARY REPORT. 

THE STATION. 

Tinajas Altas (colloquially, Tinaxaltas ; 
a Spanish term commonly rendered 'high 
tanks') may be described as a locality in 
extreme southwestern Arizona about forty 
miles east of the mouth of Rio Colorado 
and three miles north of the Mexican 
boundary. The name denotes a number of 
tinajas, or tanks ('water-pockets' in the 
vernacular of western America, 'pot-holes' 
in British geology), found in the bottom of 
a precipitous gorge on the northeastern 
side of Sierra Gila, a granite range extend- 
ing southeastward from Gila City and 
terminating in Sonora a few miles south 
of the international boundary. The tanks 
were well known to the aborigines in pre- 
historic times, and have been known to 
white men since Padre Kino passed by 
them in that notable expedition of 1699- 
1701 which led to the rediscovery of Rio 
Colorado and the subsequent mapping of 
the country beyond as a peninsula rather 
than an island. While California was a 
province of Mexico, one of the main over- 
land routes connecting it with the capital 
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